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DITL2008

• Day in the Life of the Internet (DITL)
• 48hr Internet Measurement event
• March 18-19 2008 (UTC)
• Summary at: http://www.caida.org/projects/ditl/

summary-2008-03/
• 8 of 13 DNS roots participating
• Compared to 2007:

• Double the number of participants
• Double the volume of DNS data
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DatCat
• Internet Measurement Data Catalog ( DatCat ): http://

imdc.datcat.org
• Facilitate searching for and sharing of data among 

researchers
• Enhance documentation of datasets via a public 

annotation system
• Advance network science by promoting reproducible 

research 
• No data storage, only meta-data:

• How many IPv6 pkts in this pcap file?
• How was this pcap file created?
• How to get access to data
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Lesson learned from DITL2007 
and DatCat

• Researchers need data described in great detail:
• Find out if data is useful for them or not
• Find the most useful data
• Can do research on meta-data

• Data contributors usually don’t have time to describe data 
in detail
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(Temporary) Solution

• Add a curator-role:
• Fills out general information about the data
• Extracts metadata when data is accessible (e.g. 

OARC)
• Data contributor checks the general information, corrects 

it, fills in the blanks, adds extra info
• Curator processes this into a submission
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Result

• Less work for contributor
• Only needs to check

• Extra role: curator
• Create initial descriptions
• Extract metadata

• Takes time/coordination
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Interface for curator and 
contributor to collaborate
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Result in DatCat
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Current status

• Positive reactions from contributors to reduced workload
• Contributors replace strings of text when asked to, but 

generally don’t add to text
• 17 datasets indexed in DatCat
• 11 datasets currently in process
• At least 7 OARC datasets and 3 others to be done
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Longer Term Solution 

• Have ability for DatCat contributor to describe a 
collection of data, but not necessarily all files in it

• Contributor can add detailed description of data later (at 
the file level)

• ... but probably needs incentives to do so
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Links

DITL http://www.caida.org/projects/ditl/

DatCat http://imdc.datcat.org/

DITL2008 
summary

http://www.caida.org/projects/ditl/
summary-2008-03/

DITL2008 in 
DatCat

http://imdc.datcat.org/collection/
1-05MM-F
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